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Wildlife Report
For the month of September, Two Thousand and Fourteen
Temperature and Wind

Rainfall Recorded

Average maximum
Average minimum
Average wind speed

Sasakwa
Sabora
Faru Faru
Samaki
Risiriba

33°C
14.9 °C
0.5 m/s

115.2
55.5
60.5
97.0
35.0

If August was 'big zebra' month, September must go down as 'big cat' month. Guests witnessed several
hunts and kills, and then more leopard hoists were located than normal, so most of this month’s report will be
based on feline viewing on the concession. September also saw thousands of wildebeest moving through
the concession, mostly in a south and westerly direction into the Serengeti National Park, and then many of
the very large zebra herds have started giving way to the resident species.

Glorious rain
Rain, in an open ecosystem, for most part determines animal movement, and September started well with
good consistent rains. Fire also plays an important role in the Serengeti ecosystem and, as a naturally
occurring phenomenon, is used as a very useful management tool for the benefit of the habitat here on the
concession. When carried out at the correct time fire reduces rank standing grass - the grass then puts more
energy into its roots leading to grasses which are more palatable for wildlife. It also improves nutrient cycling
in the soil leading to more nutritious forage for wildlife, it increases the amount of carbon stored in the soil, it
reduces parasite loads, increases water retention which is important for drought resilience, and it reduces
the risk of catastrophic wildfires at other times that can kill trees, wildlife and people.
Many of September's planned burns were cancelled because of the high rainfall, but the wildlife team did
manage to conduct one or two.

Above was a typical September afternoon skyline at Sabora Tented Camp and below a magnificent view of a
storm brewing from the lawn at Sasakwa Lodge. There is a very green patch at the base of Butamtam Hill,
courtesy of the burn a month ago.

Big cat month
September was an awesome month for predator activity and Braya Masunga seemed to be at the right place
at the right time for a few very special sightings. He and his guests also witnessed some interesting animal
behaviour. He was out one morning when he came across the Butamtam pride feeding on two wildebeest
carcasses on the Sasakwa Plains. He watched with interest as a resident herd of buffalo made their way
towards Sasakwa Dam for their morning drink of water. The herd edged slowly towards the position of the
pride and, on noticing the predator activity, edged even closer, possibly out of curiosity, something that they
are known for. Suddenly a buffalo bull made a storming charge toward the pride and they immediately took
flight!

Photo by Braya Masunga
Evasive actions was easy - some climbed a tree to safety…
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A number of guides may have witnessed this type of behaviour before, but when the buffalo arrived at the
wildebeest carcasses, one of the bulls tried to move one of them, something that many would interpret as
one species trying to revive another. However, herbivores may also feed on the rumen content of another
species to replenish micro bacterium in their own gut, but once again this is open to debate…
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Braya and his guests (you have to admire their patience) were once again on hand to witness a most
fascinating incident, this time between a leopard, hyaena and a Bohor reedbuck fawn. One of the guides
located Singita Grumeti’s most relaxed leopard, the Rahu male, feeding on a hoisted Bohor reedbuck in the
morning, not far from Sabora Camp. Braya had a group of avid photographers on board his game viewer and
was requested by them to visit the male leopard early that afternoon. After watching him sleep in the tree for
a few hours with no great visual, the male suddenly raised his head and raced down the tree toward the
game viewers. Unbeknown to all of us, the reedbuck hoist in the tree was actually a mother who had had a
young fawn in the area before she was killed by the Rahu male – and now this poor little fawn had shown
itself from a nearby thicket. The male immediately pounced on this young fawn - and started to groom it!
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The fawn was by now making high-pitched distress calls which woke up six hyaena nearby who then raced
in to investigate. The Rahu male, realizing the threat, decided to act aggressively toward the hyaena and
began hissing and chasing them, still with the fawn in his mouth. This lasted about thirty seconds until the
male decided to race back up the tree with his new meal.
The female below was seen off Ridge Road earlier this month. She has two sub-adult cubs that are still very
nervous despite the number of times we have found her with them. None of the guides have taken any good
photos of the youngsters yet.
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Below are just a few images of predator activity from the month.

Photo by Alfred Ngwarai
Here we have the Butamtam pride with one of the beautiful males at Serengeti Ridge.
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A great shot of a cheetah and cub.

We found this beautiful female leopard near the Explore Lion Rocks, possibly the first time that she has been
seen in this area, and it appears that no one has any previous photos of her.

Here's an image of the Rahu male, this time not chasing young antelope, but doing what all cats do best!

Calving season
This September also saw the start of the calving season for all the resident topi on the concession. Calves
are born after an eight-month gestation and the fawn-coloured calves lie up for a few days before joining
their mothers. Youngsters may then gather spontaneously if they are in big groups, and the cows sometimes
form defensive rings around them. I have rarely witnessed predators going after the youngsters, but have
watched a fascinating documentary where hyaenas adopt a technique of catching adult topi whilst the
grazers sleep in broad daylight, out on the open plains.

Thanks Joe for taking this picture of a new Defassa waterbuck on the concession. These fluffy-coated calves
remain concealed for at least two weeks, and once they join their mothers they know to follow them when
they see the raised tail signal.
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Birds' paradise
At Singita Grumeti Reserves bird life, and in particular raptor activity, is always a highlight, especially vultures
swooping down onto an abandoned carcass or chasing a smaller predator off a new kill. Here we have three
very rare lappet-faced vultures standing close by as African white–backed vultures tuck in.

Another rare species at Singita Grumeti, and in fact on the African continent, is the southern ground hornbill.
They have relatively longer legs and shorter stubbier toes than the smaller hornbills, this because of their
adaptation to a terrestrial lifestyle where their feet are used for scratching the ground in search of prey. They
also interestingly have an extra neck vertebra, so fifteen as opposed to fourteen in typical hornbills. They

have different nesting habits from the others - they have smaller clutches and generally exhibit cainism
where some chicks will kill their siblings. They only reach maturity at five to six years and do not breed
annually, so although smaller clutches and breeding less often result in more efficient parental care, it does
mean that they are rarer than the other hornbill species.
Below you can see a mature adult sifting through a pile of elephant dung, looking for beetles.

Photo by Joe Kibwe

Special sightings
Driving early one morning on Farasi Road we caught a glimpse of movement in the grass about sixty metres
from the road, and on closer inspection with binoculars watched in amazement as a very large porcupine
wondered closer to our game viewer.

Normally seen at night, it
was the first time in a
very long while that I had
seen one in the morning,
and especially this close.
It was really fascinating
watching it move closer
to the game viewer,
cross the road, and then
scuttle off into the long
grass. The rubbing of its
quills and the movement
in the long grass alerted
a small herd of zebra,
and they watched closely
as it moved past them they too were intrigued at
the sight of a large
porcupine moving around
in the daylight hours.

Sightings report
Lion:
Leopard:
Cheetah:
Elephant:
Buffalo:

77
42
46
72
Multiple sightings daily
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