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WILDLIFE REPORT

SINGITA KRUGER NATIONAL PARK, SOUTH AFRICA
For the month of July, Two Thousand and Sixteen

Temperature Rainfall Recorded Sunrise & Sunset
Average minimum: 12°C (53.6°F) For the period: 3 mm Sunrise: 06h28
Average maximum: 25°C (77°F) For the year to date: 112.5 mm Sunset: 17h28

Minimum recorded: 10°C (50°F)
Maximum recorded: 33°C (91.4°F)

The days are startingto getlongeragain as we wave goodbye to the middle of winter. We have had some
glorious days, and a few cold mornings, butin general it has been warmerthan was expected. Many of the
treesinthe hillsstill have bright yellow leaves and they are quite scenicatthe moment. Atthe beginning of
the month the candelabratrees were in flower and were attracting numerous butterflies. The aloesin
camp and on the rocky cliffs were also in flower attracting many birds, especially the metallic-coloured
sunbirds. Itisstill very dry although one night, towards the end of the month, we did have a light shower of
rain, which lefta few puddlesinthe hills. There isvery little grass about and the grass that isin the basalt
areas isdry and yellow and holds very little nutritional value. Itis going to be a difficult winterforthe
animals until the rains arrive, probably onlyin November. Although the waterintheriverisrecedingthere
are still poolsinafew places and these are attracting a fairamount of animals, including predators, and we
have had some great sightings and seen some amazinganimal interactions.
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Our wildlife review forthe monthisas follows:
Buffalos:
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All of the buffalo sightings were either of lone bulls or small bachelor herds. They are spending most of the
timeinthe hillsandvalleys, comingto the rivertodrinkand thenreturningto the stony ridges.



Leopards:
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We have seenthe Ndlovu Male afew times this month. On the 3rd of July we found the Euphorbia Female
on Ndlovu Road up on the Ryolite ridge. She had caught an impalaand was busy feedingonit. The next
morningwhen we arrived there we found the Ndlovu Male approachingthe area. As he came closertothe
carcass the Euphorbia Female ran away and climbed up a large dead tree. This gave the guests a great
opportunity to get some good photos of her. On the 16™ Solomon found herinthe Nyokengvalley feeding
on a kudu. They watched heras she dragged the young antelope up the rocky cliffs until they lost sight of
her.

One afternoon Janifoundthe Tingala Female feedingonanimpalain the hilly areaonthe way to the poort.
The next morningwhen we wenttothe area we could not find heror the impala carcass and by looking at
the tracks we were able to deduce that hyenas had managedto find the carcass lying on the ground and
had chased the leopard away and stolen the meat.

The Xinkelengane female was also seen afew times this month. She seemsto be movingaroundinthe area
between Gudzani Dam and the Central Depression. On the afternoon of the 10™ one of our trackers,
named Sunday, managed to follow hertracks and found her with an impalakill stashed highupinalarge
leadwood tree. She was there forthe nexttwo daysfeeding onthe carcass and we had greatviews of her.
On the night of the 13 Brian was driving near Gudzani Dam and came across her as she was walking west
into the Knobthorn grasslands. She was busy marking her territory and was spraying urine on every large
tree that she came across.

The N’'wanetsi Male was seenright at the beginning of the month nearto the concrete causeway that
crosses the N’wanetsi Rivertothe east of Camp. He was very relaxed with the vehicle, but was obviously
hungry and was looking for prey. He headed into some thick vegetation nearthe springand we lefthimto
find himself somelunch.



Cheetahs:

We have only had four sightings of cheetah duringJuly. On the morning of the 9™ Mark located a male
cheetah onthe S41 quite close to camp. We responded to the sightingand found the cheetah walking
parallel tothe road ina southerly direction. The morninglight was awesome and we watched him until he
disappeared fromview. Onthe 27" we found a female cheetah and herthree sub adult cubs walking
through the knobthorn savannah. We were unable to follow them asit had rained the night before and the
basaltsoil gets very muddy when wet. Fortunately we anticipated wherethey were headingand sowe
drove to the nextroad where we spotted them again. They walked right up to us and we had brilliant views
of them. The female seemed to be walking very purposefully, while the youngsters followed on behind,
chasingeach otheraround and climbing up some fallen trees. In the afternoon we went back to the area
and found theminan opensandy area. They were restingand the mom was looking for potential prey.
There was a herd of impalajustout of sight
fromthemand we were hopingthat one of
them would stray out into the openarea so
that we could see the female runningat full
sprint. Unfortunately (orfortunately forthe
impala) they remained under coverand as
the sun started settingwe decided to leave
themand go and have our sundowners. On
the 30" the guidesfoundthemagainonthe
H6 publicroad, while travelling to the lodge
on the bus.JP returnedtothe area as soonas
his guestswere ready fordrive and found
themto the south of the road. He watched
them until they disappeared from view.
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Elephants:

We see elephants on mostdrives. The
afternoons and late mornings are often
productive forelephantviewingasthe large
pachyderms come downto the last
remaining poolsinthe N’'wanetsi Riverto
drink. Onthe afternoon of the 11* the
guidesfoundaherd of overfifty individual
elephantsthathad come downto
Xinkwenyana Crossing. It was a great sight.
On the 15™ a herd of overthirty elephants
were seen coming down to DumbanaPools.
During most outings we see lone bulls or
small bachelor herds.
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Lions:

There were at least 99 recorded sightings of lions this last month. Wow! That equates to an average of
three sightings of lions perday. Amazing!

The three members of the Xhirombe Pride have beenseenafew timesinJuly. They have been walking and
huntinginthe hilly areabetween the poortand camp. Theyalso like to frequent the fence line, where they
have taught themselves how to utilise the border-line between South Africaand Mozambique. There are
animals both sides of the fence and the area opposite our concessionin Mozambiqueis also completely
wild. The adultlioness and hertwo offspring, now sub-adults (1 male and 1 female) have learned to chase



animalstowards the fence in orderto catch them. They are quite successful using this strategy. Onthe 15
of July we watched the three of them hunting waterbuck along the fence south of Nyokeng Valley and on
the 26" they were seenfeedingon akudu inthe hills south of the poort (a beautiful gorge cutting through
the Lebombo hills, wherethe N’wanetsi River flows runsinto Mozambique. There are stunning cliffsand
rocky hills coveredin candelabratrees and Lebomboironwoods.).

The Shish Pride (both the largerand the smaller portions)isin a state of turbulence. The young sub-adult
males are of the age where the adult malesinthe areado not want themaround. The sub-adults are
basically runningaway from any adult male that they come across. If they get caught the chances are that
the adultlion will kill them. The larger portion of the Shish Pride hasbeen seen on quite afew occasionsin
the area alongthe N’wanetsi River between camp and Dumbana Pools. The size of the prid e has varied
between9and 14 individuals. The white lionis still with this prideand is growing up quickly. On the 14 of
Julyitwas quite a misty morningand as the sun was rising behind the Lebombo cliffs we found the lions
had just caught a waterbuck just on the eastern bank of the N’wanetsi River. They weregrowling and
arguingoverthe meat andit had attracted the attention of ahyenathat waslookingat the feastinglions.
He waswonderingifitwasat all possible to get some scraps when a male lion appeared out of the misty
bush and saw himstandingthere. The male lion quickly charged towards the hyena. Chaos ensued as all the
sub-adultlions feedingonthe waterbuck realised that amale lion had appeared. They immediately took
flight, away from where the adult male was chasing the hyena. The three females were the only ones now
at the carcass and the adult male (possibly one of the Southern Males) returned from the unsuccessful
hyena hunt. He ran towards the carcass and the three females defended their carcass, spitting, snarlingand
clawing at the male. He backed down, butthen saw some of the sub-adult males running away towards the
north and started giving chase. He did not catch up to them though and the pride re-joined again later.

The larger portion of the Shish Pride have been seen feeding on quite afew hippo carcasses this month.
Due to the lack of waterand grassin the area the hipposare in very poor condition. Quite afew have died
and the lions have had a hippo feast. Onthe 19" we had an incredible sighting of the Shish Pride feedingon
a hippo at DumbanaPools. Brian explains what he saw there laterin the report (see “OtherInteresting
Sightings”). They were seen feeding on another hippo carcass near Croc View, just north of camp, on the
215t and 22", They gorged themselves! On the 30" they found another carcass just nearthe windmill at
Sonop waterhole, nearthe H6 publicroad, and once againfed uponituntil theirbellies were round like
beach balls. The smaller portion of the Shish Pride were seen afew times between the Xinkwenyanaand
Dave’s Crossings. Theirnumbers have varied between 8 and 11 members. We have heard from park
tourists that they have been seen movinginthe area of the S100 publicroad, to the west of Gudzani Dam.
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The three females and seven cubs of the Mountain Pride are doing well and are healthy. We have seen
themregularly this last month. They are oftenin the company of one of the adult Shish Male lions. He is
the grumpy male that often growls atthe cars and has in the past charged the vehicles. He hasinjured his
right back legand islimpingat present. The Mountain Pride tend to utilise the areain the central -northern
parts of the concession. We saw them on at least two occasions this month feeding on zebras.

The three other males have only beenseenafewtimesinJuly. We understand that they have beenseen a
few times by the publictourists onthe S100.

Spotted hyenas:
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We have had some great viewing at the Nyokeng Hyena Den this month. The five cubs are of the age where
they are changing fromtheirblack coats to theirspotted patterns. Avisittothe den has definitely been one
of the guests’ highlights. The youngsters are quite curious and are starting to investigate the vehicles. Itis
great watchingthemas they surround the car, smellingitandtestingtoseeifitis edible ornot.

The H6 den has also been quite active this last month, particularly after dark. This clan of hyenasisusinga
series of rainwater culverts underthe paved road as den-sites. They are also quite habituated to vehicles
and oftenwalkright up to the cars to checkthem out.

One morning we were following the tracks of some wild dogsin the far north of the concessionwhenwe
found fourof the Cassia Clan members feeding on the carcass of an impalathat they had recently stolen
fromthe canids. There were also seven black-backed jackalsin the vicinity, picking up scraps fromthe
periphery of the kill site.



Article: Nile crocodile (Crocodylus niloticus) Photos by Brian Rode

Thereisonly one species of crocodile in Southern Africa, the Nile crocodile (Crocodylus niloticus).
Individuals can weigh up to 1000 kg, can reach a length of nearly 6 m (although mosttend to be lessthan 3
m long) and can live to be over 100 years old. They have five toes onthe front feet, fourtoes on the back
feet, which are partially webbed. The Nile crocodile has along snout with teeth that are exposed even
whenthe mouthisclosed (unlike those of an alligator). The snout of an alligator tends to be shorterand
rounderthan that of a crocodile. The eyes, ears and nostrils lie high on the head so that they can ke ep
them above the surface of the waterwhile the rest of the body is underthe surface. Thisallows themto
remain fairly hidden and they can thus approach prey easierorhide fromenemies.

Nile Crocodilestendto be an olive colourwhen adult, but juveniles are more brightly coloured with more
contrasting colouration.

When a crocodile catches prey, like catfish, it hasto openits mouth underwater. When this happensit has
valvesinthe nostrils, which close to stop water from entering. Italso has a gul ar flap at the back of its
mouth, which closes and stops waterfrom entering the lungs. This means that a crocodile cannot swallow
its prey underwaterand has to come to the surface to swallow.

Nictitating membranes protectthe crocodile’s eyes while underwaterand the earslits close when going
below the watersurface. Itis estimated thata large crocodile canremain underthe waterfor up to 2



hours, ifit remainsinactive. Crocodiles show many adaptations which enablethem to remain underwater
for long periods. They have aunique circulatory system that allows for greater control of blood flow, as
opposedto otherreptiles. The heart can also be slowed down during dives, and in the process oxy genated
bloodisdirected only tothe mostimportant organs such as the heart and brain.

Itisbelieved that when crocodiles are lyingin the sun with theirmouths wide openthey are regulating
theirbody temperature by using the moist surface insidetheirmouthsinthe mannerof a radiator (thereby
losing heat). They may also use the mouth to absorb heat from the sun in cooler weather.

Crocodile teeth are designed forgripping ratherthan chewingandif preyistoo large to be swallowed, they
will tear off smaller chunks by rollingin the water. Asthey cannot chew their prey they need to swallow
chunkswhole. They do this by throwingthe food up intothe air and catching itin theirmouths.

A crocodile’s diet changes with age. Hatchlings prey mainly on insects, frogs and snails. When they get over
a metre long, they feed mainly onfish, especially catfish. Crocodiles over 3 m eat anything thatthey can
overpower, includingfish, terrapins, birds, snakes, other crocodiles and even larger mammals. They take
live prey as well as carrion.

Crocodiles become sexually mature at 12 to 15 yearsold (about 2 to 3 metreslong).

Males may fight to establish dominance. Mating usually happensin late winter (July and August). Females
will usually use sandy banks as nest sites. These sites need to lie above the flood levels and the females will
often make use of the same sitesfor many successive seasons. They usually lay theireggsin early summer
(Octoberand November). The gravid female will digahole, ofteninthe late afternoon or at night, with her
back feet, and lay between 16to 80 hard-shelled eggs. She will defend the nest site against predators like
water monitors, mongooses and other crocodiles. The femaledoes not feed duringthis period but will
drink.She will also chase the male away from the nestsite. After 73 - 95 days the baby crocodiles hatch.
The sex of the hatchlingsis dependent on the temperature of incubation in the nest (females develop at
temperatures between 26and 30 degrees Cand males at between 31to 34 degrees). The hatchlings make
a “cheeping” soundjust before and during the time that they are hatching, and the female then opens the



nestand carries all the hatchlingsto the water in hermouth, where they are released. They remain closeto
the area, andtogether, forabout 6 weeks before dispersing. They are preyed on by numerous different
creaturesincluding monitorlizards, eagles, herons, marabou storks, ground hornbills, mongooses, otters
and baboons. On average only one crocodile out of a nest of 50 survives to adulthood. Asjuveniles are
more vulnerable to predation than adults they tend to favour more heavilyvegetated backwaters,
particularly where the larger crocodiles do not usually venture.

In southern Africa Nile crocodiles are largely restricted to game reserves and large wild areas. Itis
estimated that there are fewerthan 12 000 individual crocodiles remaininginthe wild. The Nile crocodile is
listedin Appendix Il of CITES, and thus trade is regulated through agovernment permit system. Crocodiles
are, however, not considered by the IUCN to be “threatened”.

Nile crocodiles can be extremely dangerous to humans. They are one of the very few animals that consider
humansto be prey. Many people are killed each year by crocodiles (possibly more peopleare possibly killed
by crocodiles than even by hippos orany otherlarge animal). People most atrisk are those people who live
nearrivers, lakesand dams (particularly those who depend on the water fordrinking, recreation, fishing
etc.). Those people who come down tothe water’s edge ata regulartime each day are even more at risk,
as crocodiles often patiently watch whatis happening and soon establish whether there are routines.

Other interesting sightings:
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One morningwe were outon drive when we heard that the other guides had found two sub-adult male
lions feedingonahippointhe waterat DumbanaPools. When we arrived there we saw the two male lions
struggling to remove the carcass from the water, but they were unsuccessful. They then wentand lay on
the rocks nearby wishing that the hippowould just get up and walk towards them and then collapse right
intotheirmouths. | did not return to the pool at Dumbana that afternoon orthe next morning, but had
heard that the two sub-adult male lions had remained near the carcass and had only leftthe area late in
the morning, following afterthe rest of the pride.



| was waiting forthis opportunity as I thoughtthat once the lions had left the carcass the crocodiles would
take overand feast on the rotten meat. | thoughtthat thiswould be quite interestingtosee and so | went
thereinthe afternoonandas | drove betweenthe rocks | could hear the growling of numerouslions. The
rest of the pride had returned and were again arguing overthe meat. We could see that they had not
consumed very much since the lasttime we were here. The hippo was, however, smelling quite putrid by
now. Fortunately the breeze was not blowing towards us and we only got occasional whiffs of the horrible
stench of decay. The lions were obviously not affected by the smell and they were growling at each other
and tryingto geta position where they could geta mouthful of meat. One of the sub-adult males was right
at the edge of the rock with his back foot almostinthe water and the scrumming was pushing him closer
towards the pool. There were lots of crocodiles around now and we could see theirgolden eyes p oking out
of the wateronly metres from the carcass. The next thingthe rear end of the carcass that was floatingin
the water moved, like when one wriggles one’s feet under the duvet. Itsort of rippled. Thenthere was a
wave and a short way away a longtoothed snout appeared out of the surface of the muddy, murky water.
The crocodile lifteditshead up into the air with his jaws wide open, exposing the rows of sharp teeth and
we could see, inits mouth, whatappeared to be intestines orsome otherinternal organs. He raised his
head and threw the offal into his throat.
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The mouths of crocodiles are not designed to chew meat, but ratherto rip pieces off. They also do not have
lipsandtherefore needtolifttheirheadsuptogetthe foodto fallinto the gullet. As the crocodile lifted its
head out of the waterall the lions that were busy feeding stopped what they were doingand stared at the
scaly water monsterthat had stolen theirfood from right undertheirnoses and feet. We could see many
more crocodiles streamingin now fromthe pond behind the carcass. Two of the cold-blooded creatures
took exceptionto one anotherand the larger one launched an attack at the other, gripping hold of it by the
mouth and shakingit. The lions stared at the two beasts fighting until their heads disappeared under the
water. The cats thenresumed feedingand once again the arguingand growling started. Once again the
sub-adult male was being pushed more and more towards the water. He was right at the slippery edge and
the waters around the carcass were now rippling with the movement of crocodiles. My guests were trying
to tell the lion to move away from the water. Move away! The skin of the hippo moved from underneath



againand anothercroc got hold of some of the hippofrombelow. He also rose his head up out of the water
afew metersawayand the lionsall snarled atit. Other crocodiles moved towards the carcass causing small
bow waves and the lions snarled atany movement. The sub-adult male was growling at the toothed
submarines and even swatted at them with his paw on occasion. A crocodile surfaced its head close to the
carcass and the lions, and swallowed some of the meatit had justtaken from the underside of the hippo.
This was a bit too much cheekiness forthe lionsto endure and one of the females growled and spat at it.
The afternoon light was golden now and the shadows of the rocks started to cover the pond. Inthe middle
of the pool a grey heron had caught a catfish and towards the shallows at the eastern end we could see
many crocodiles, some with bits of hippo flesh in their mouths. A yellow-billed stork was stealing bits of
scraps that fell out of the crocodile’s mouths. It then flew across the pond and attacked the heron causing
it to drop the fish, which was immediately stolen by the stork! In the yellow fevertree towering overthe
pondthe weaverbirds were returningtotheirnestandthey chatteredinthe late afternoonlight. A
monkey climbed upintothe golden-hued tree forthe evening. Therewas a pod of hipposinthe middle of
the pool. It wasan incredible scene! The hippos were now becomingalittle bit more curious. They gave a
chorus of deep laughing calls and some of them slowly started making their way towards the carcass and
the lions. The crocodiles were also torpedoingin on the carcass and had to go around a large hippo that
was now quite close toits dead companion that was been torn apart by the lions and crocodiles. The hippo
thenraiseditself out of the waterand put its mouth and chin onthe rump of the dead comrade and stared
directly atthe lionsthat were on the otherside of the carcass. Quite a few of the lions decided then that
they should move away fromthe edge of the waterand the massive beast that was challengingthem. The
remaininglions growled atthe hippo and gave a short charge and this caused it to returnto the water. Asit
submergedthe olderlioness rushed at the wave of waterand slipped off the side of the carcass. Her rear
endended upinthe water and we could see a grimace on her face as if she was suddenlyin great pain. |
thoughtthat she might have been bitten by acroc. She managed to climb back onto the carcass and safety
of the rocks and we could not see any visibleinjury, although it was not long before alarge crocodile poked
its head out of the waterright nearbyand we could see the red blood all around its mouth. Surely the
blood could not have come fromthe hippo carcass? The carcass was already days old and any blood would
have longago congealed. Did the blood come fromthe lionessandinthe low light we could just n ot see the
injury? She seemed fine though. It was getting quite dark now, with the sun havingalready set, and we
decidedtoleave the scene and head back to camp. There were stillafew lions at the carcass but most had
moved away fromthe waterand onto the rocks nearby. We looked back at the scene with complete
amazementat what we had witnessed here. It was an incredible afternoon!

Otherinteresting nocturnal creatures seen this last month includes anumber of sightings of honey badgers,
African civets, both large and small spotted genets, porcupines, a sighting of an African wild catand even
two serval sightings. Ontwo occasions Cape clawless otters were seen briefly in poolsinthe N’'wanetsi
River. These are very rarely seeninthe concession!

July momentsin time
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