
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

             
          

 
WILDLIFE REPORT 

SINGITA PAMUSHANA, ZIMBABWE 
For the month of December, Two Thousand and Fifteen 

 
  
 Temperature  Rainfall Recorded Sunrise & Sunset 
 Average minimum: 24,1˚C (75,3˚F)  For the month: 83 mm Sunrise:  05:17 
 Minimum recorded: 20,8˚C (69,4˚F) For the year to date: 343.5 mm Sunset:  18:39 
 Average maximum:  36,6˚C (97,8˚F)  
 Maximum recorded: 42,8˚C (109,0˚F)  
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What is that strange animal you ask? Well, it is with total glee and delight that I tell you it is an aardvark! These 
secretive, shy, elusive animals are yet to be photographed living on any other Singita property in recent years, 
but at Singita Pamushana's home, at the Malilangwe Wildlife Reserve in Zimbabwe, the research department 
installed a camera trap at a burrow site, and collected this evidence on 4 December 2015. 
 
I was beside myself with delight, especially since I have never seen one, and now the opportunity exists... I've 
been doing some reading up on aardvarks, so I'll share some of the answers to questions I had: 
 
 
 



What does it look like? 
The aardvark is vaguely pig-like in appearance. Its body is stout with a prominently arched back and is sparsely 
covered with coarse hairs.  
 
The greatly elongated head is set on a short, thick neck, and the end of the snout bears a disc with nostrils. It 
has a long thin tongue. The ears, which are very effective, are disproportionately long and look like those of a 
giant rabbit. The eyes are small for its head. The rear legs are longer than the forelegs and have five toes, while 
the forelegs have four. Each toe bears a large, robust nail that is flattish and like a shovel. It has pale yellowish-
grey skin that is often stained reddish-brown by soil. 
 
An aardvark's weight is typically between 60 and 80 kilograms (130–180 lb), and its length between 105 and 
130 centimetres (3.44–4.27 ft), and can reach lengths of 2.2 metres (7 ft 3 in) when its tail is taken into 
account. Its tail is very thick at the base and gradually tapers.  
 
Its nose is made up of more turbinate bones and olfactory bulbs than any other mammal. Its keen sense of 
smell is not just from the quantity of bulbs in the nose but also in the development of the brain, as its olfactory 
lobe is very developed.  
 
Each tooth has a cluster of thin, hexagonal, upright, parallel tubes. The teeth have no enamel coating, are 
rootless and are worn away and regrow continuously.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
How did it get its name? 
The aardvark is also called African ant bear, anteater, or the Cape anteater. The name aardvark comes from 
Afrikaans and means earth pig, because of its burrowing habits. The aardvark is not closely related to the pig or 
the South American anteater. Its scientific name is Orycteropus afer - Orycteropus means burrowing foot, and 
afer refers to Africa. The name of the aardvark's order, Tubulidentata comes from the tubule style teeth. It is 
the only living species of the order Tubulidentata. 
 
What does it eat? 
Unlike other insectivores, it has a long pig-like snout, which is used to sniff out food. A nocturnal feeder it feeds 
almost exclusively on ants and termites (formivore), which it will dig up using its sharp claws and powerful legs. 
Due to their stringent diet requirements, they require a large range to survive. An aardvark emerges from its 
burrow in the late afternoon or shortly after sunset, and forages over a considerable home range. While 



foraging for food, the aardvark will keep its nose to the ground and its ears pointed forward, which indicates 
that both smell and hearing are involved in the search for food. During a foraging period, they will stop and dig 
a "V" shaped trench with their forefeet and then sniff it profusely. When a concentration of ants or termites is 
detected, the aardvark digs into it with its powerful front legs, keeping its long ears upright to listen for 
predators, and takes up an astonishing number of insects with its long, sticky tongue - as many as 50 000 in one 
night have been recorded. Its claws enable it to dig through the extremely hard crust of a termite or ant mound 
quickly. It avoids inhaling the dust by sealing the nostrils. When successful, the aardvark's long (up to 30 
centimetres (12 in)) tongue licks up the insects; the termites' biting, or the ants' stinging attacks are rendered 
futile by the tough skin. After an aardvark visit at a termite mound, other animals will visit to pick up all the 
leftovers. Termite mounds alone don't provide enough food for the aardvark, so they look for termites that are 
on the move. When these insects move, they can form columns 10–40 metres (33–131 ft) long and these tend 
to provide easy pickings with little effort exerted by the aardvark.  
 
During adverse weather or if disturbed they will retreat to their burrow systems. They cover between 2 and 5 
kilometres (1.2 and 3.1 mi) per night; however, some studies have shown that they may traverse as far as 30 
kilometres (19 mi) in a night. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
             
         (All aardvark photos by Bruce Clegg) 
How does it behave? 
The aardvark is a solitary, burrowing, nocturnal mammal. They spend the daylight hours in dark underground 
burrows to avoid the heat of the day. 
 
Does it make sounds? 
An aardvark can make soft grunting sounds as it forages and loud grunts as it makes for its tunnel entrance. It 
makes a bleating sound if frightened. 
 
How long do they live? 
Aardvarks live for up to 23 years in captivity.  
Its keen hearing warns it of predators: lions, leopards, wild dogs, hyenas and pythons. They will dig to escape as 
they can dig extremely quickly. Their thick skin also protects them to some extent. If all else fails, aardvarks will 
strike with their claws, tail and shoulders, sometimes flipping onto their backs lying motionless except to lash 
out with all four feet. They are capable of causing substantial damage to unprotected areas of an attacker.  
 



Where do they live and raise their young?  
The aardvark also excavates burrows in which to live and breed. Aardvarks pair only during the breeding 
season. After a gestation period of seven months, one cub weighing around 1.7–1.9 kilograms (3.7–4.2 lb) is 
born during May - July. When born, the cub has floppy ears and many wrinkles. When nursing, it will nurse off 
each teat in succession. It is able to leave the burrow to accompany its mother after only two weeks, is eating 
termites at 9 weeks, and is weaned by 16 weeks. Old abandoned burrows are important for other animals as a 
refuge or den-site. African wild dogs, warthogs, mongooses, hyenas, owls, pythons, lizards and many others 
use them. 
 
Are they threatened? 
Aardvarks were thought to have declining numbers, however, this is possibly due to the fact that they are not 
readily seen. There are no definitive counts because of their nocturnal and secretive habits; however, their 
numbers seem to be stable overall. They are not considered common anywhere in Africa, but due to their large 
range, they maintain sufficient numbers. It receives an official designation from the IUCN as Least Concern, 
however, they are a species in a precarious situation, as they are so dependent on such specific food. 
 
Other fascinating facts: 

 The aardvark is known to be a good swimmer and has been witnessed successfully swimming in strong 
currents.  

 It can dig a metre of tunnel in about five minutes. 

 Their eyes consist of rods only (no cones for seeing in colour). 
 
 
Wildlife overview for December 
Lions 
We suspect the Nduna pride have new cubs hidden away as we've only seen two of the pride lionesses, one big 
male and three cubs of around eight months old. Head Guide, Brad Fouché, managed to view five different, 
adult male lions in less than a 24 hour period with his guests. We've seen a single lioness near a popular pan 
and we suspect she's a new arrival from Gonarezhou National Park as she is young and very afraid of people 
and vehicles. 
 
Rhinos 

Rhino sightings are very good, but unfortunately there has been some 
territorial fighting by black rhino bulls. Our wildlife team intervened on 
an occasion when a small bull was found in poor condition from being 
'bullied', and that individual is recovering well. 
 
Wild Dogs  
Wild dog dynamics are as interesting and patchy as their coats! Eleven 
pups were born, making the pack total 27. They then went down to 25; 
then to 23. Now it seems the pack has split and we are seeing 15 dogs 
together at the moment. There have been times when the two packs 
have been on the reserve at the same time.  
 
Cheetahs  
These fast felines are doing well. We mostly see the 'short-tale female' 
with her grown daughter, and the two brothers as well. The pregnant 
cheetah photographed at the end of this journal has yet to reveal her 
cubs to us...  

 



Elephants 
Our Nduna area has provided amazing sightings of bulls as well as breeding herds; on a number of occasions 
we've seen about 130 elephant drinking and swimming at sunset at Nduna Dam. 
 
Buffalo & Plains Game 
The buffalo herds have split somewhat to cope with feeding pressure. The impala have started lambing and 
there are the most delightful little long-legged lambs in their nursery groups. 
 
Birds 
The crowned eagle pair is still at their nest site, and a lanner falcon is nesting at Nduna and spending a lot of 

time chasing the fish eagles around! Special sightings include sacred 
ibis and glossy ibis spotted from the boat, while on one of our water 
safaris. This is a first in this region for many of us guides. A scwacco 
heron has been seen in the central areas and painted snipe have 
been heard calling. A staff member was lucky enough to see a narina 
trogon at his house - to put this into perspective it's like the 
aardvark of the bird world! 

 
 
 
  



Christmas at Singita Pamushana 
 
 While many of us celebrate Christmas, we do so in our own wild ways: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
These three kings from 
Orient are not. But 
they are from the east 
and they're here in the 
central areas of the 
reserve establishing 
their territory. I 
thought they'd look 
good with a purple 
rinse...  
 
While trying to take 
this dassie's portrait a 
little lizard rushed in 
and photo-bombed my 
efforts. He seemed 
determined to 
demonstrate a 
message of peace and goodwill to all living things! Even those that hog the sunny rocks he so enjoys!  



This tree is adorned with Christmas bauble nests 
from a previous breeding season of the red-billed 
queleas. They are the world's most abundant wild 
bird species, with an estimated adult breeding 
population of 1.5 billion pairs. 
 
Southern reedbucks remind me of reindeer. They 
have silky woolly coats with white fur covering the 
underparts and areas near the lips and chin. But 
what I love most about them is their jet-black 
leatherette-like nose. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

All was calm and 
all was bright 
when this zebra 
stallion and 
elephant bull, 
both normally 
members of close-
knit families, took 
a moment to 
reflect. 
 
May we take this 
opportunity to 
wish all of you 
peace, goodwill 
and happiness 
over this festive 
season, and for 
the year ahead. 
 



  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Elephants at the water 
 
Both of these sightings demonstrated 
just how different behaviour is, 
dependant on age and sex. 
 
This breeding herd of mothers and their 
babies were extremely cautious on their 
approach to the water. The matriarch 
led the way, and made sure there was 
no danger. The babies were marched 
along in an orderly manner, and were 
brought back under control if the delight 
and fun of the mud and splashing was 
too exciting for their safety. They drank, 
had a quick play session in the mud and 
then went away - their session at the 
oasis was over within minutes. 
 
It was an entirely different scene when 
four elephant bulls came barrelling along 
a path to a pan. Never mind that a full-
grown male lion was lying a few metres 
from the water's edge! They ignored him 
completely, drank thirstily and then 
played for ages. It was such a treat to 
see and photograph from the 
underground photo hide - the delight of 
the elephants is unmistakable, but see if 
you can spot the lion in the background 
of the close-ups on the bulls... 



 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  



  



  



 
  



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Dietary requirements 
 
At Singita Pamushana we make every effort to 
accommodate our guests' dietary requirements be they 
gluten intolerant, lactose intolerant, vegetarian etc. But I 
had to chuckle at this scene that played out before my 
lens recently. A pack of wild dogs (the most carnivorous 
of the canids) had a drink at a dam and were about to 
leave when four zebras arrived. Wild dogs main prey is 
antelope in the 15-50 kg range, such as impala, but 
they'll also hunt larger species like kudu and smaller 
species like hares. However, they do not hunt zebras and 
adult wildebeest. I'm not entirely sure how this 
arrangement came about but both sides seem to know 
the rules. The dogs trotted up to the zebra and looked a 
bit bashful. They darted about once or twice as if they 
had to keep up appearances and put on a little show. The 
stallion lowered his head, gave a kick or two but held his 
nerve. The other zebras took up a defence position with 
their rumps and hocks turned inward and their chopping 
forelegs and chomping teeth facing outward. The dogs 
then scampered off in a 'nothing to see here' kind of way. 
 
I wish they'd pass this protocol on to domestic dogs that 
seem intent on trying to attack my horse when I'm riding 
in the open areas of urban suburbia! 



  



Pregnant bellies 
 
These photos of a heavily pregnant 
cheetah and giraffe were taken a few 
months back - you can see how dry it was. 
The predators, such as this cheetah, are 
now making the most of the abundance of 
newborn prey species such as impala 
lambs to feed their cubs; while the plains 
game, such as this giraffe, are feeding 
heavily on the new green growth to 
provide enough rich milk to suckle their 
young. 
 
 
 
 

 
Written and photographed by Jenny Hishin, 

unless otherwise indicated 
Singita Pamushana 

Malilangwe Wildlife Reserve 
Zimbabwe 

Thirty-first of December 2015 
 


