
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Wildlife Journal 
 

For the month of August, Two Thousand and Fifteen 
     

Temperature 
Average minimum:  15,1˚C  (59,1˚F) 
Minimum recorded: 09,3˚C (48,7˚F) 

Average maximum: 28,9˚C (84,0˚F) 
Maximum recorded: 34,6˚C  (94,2˚F) 

 

Rainfall Recorded 
For the month:   0 mm 
For the year to date:  155,0 mm 

 

Sunrise & Sunset 
Sunrise  06:01 
Sunset   17.44 

 

It's dry, it's hot, the sun is getting up earlier and going to bed later, so it's an ideal time for safari and easy 
sightings at the sought-after permanent water sources. But with the grass being low and the trees leafless it is 
also the best time for walking safaris, and our guests have enjoyed many experiences on foot this month.  

 
A snapshot of August's activity is as follows: 
 

Wild dogs: 
The most fantastic news for the month is that the pack of 15 wild dogs (Lycaon pictus) introduced us to their 
dozen pups on 22 August! What a special occasion it was to see the healthy patchwork of youngsters romping 

about with the adults at a pan, and to know that our protected area has given rise to another 12 of these 
Endangered (IUCN Red List) predators. Guests landing at our property's Lonestar airstrip had an awesome 
introduction to the reserve as they were driving to the lodge, by encountering the wild dog pack hunting and 

chasing impalas.  
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Lions:  
We've had excellent lion sightings, 

especially of two large males; a pride of 
three male lions, three lionesses and one 
cub; and a pride of two lionesses with four 

juveniles. Lions (Panthera leo) have 
recently been classified as  
Vulnerable (IUCN Red List) as their 

overall population is inferred to have 
undergone a reduction of approximately 
42% over the past 21 years. However, 

sample lion subpopulations increased by 
11% in Botswana, Namibia, South Africa 
and Zimbabwe as well as India, while an 

observed decline of 60% in sample 
subpopulations outside these countries is 
inferred for the remainder of the African 

range. 
 

Leopards: 

Luck is on your side if you see a leopard, yet this month our guests enjoyed sightings of two leopards drinking at 
the river. Others who missed that sighting were thrilled to see a large male leopard stalking some baboons. And 
in a rather ridiculous situation guests witnessed a stare down standoff between two cheetahs sitting on a log and 

a leopard resting in the shade! 
  
Cheetahs: 

We've had good cheetah sightings, particularly of the two territorial male cheetahs. They've entranced guests by 
seemingly posing in the most flattering late afternoon light and in all their bloody glory when feeding on an 
impala they'd just caught. There have been regular sightings of a mother cheetah and her now sub-adult cub. It 

wont be long now before this sub-adult female leaves her mother to find her own way in a solitary life. 
 
Elephants: 

Once again - if you want to see 
elephants you only need go to 
where there's water. There are 

some magnificent old bulls about 
at the moment, head-heavy with 
generous ivory.  

 
Rhinos: 
Rhino sightings have been 

prolific, although it is more 
common to see white rhinos than 
black. An interesting sight was of 

a bull white rhino marking his 
territory.  
 

Buffalo:  
There was a breathtaking sight of 
over 700 buffaloes drinking at our 

central pan. But the most 
gruesome sighting of the month 
was when two buffalo bulls were fighting and one got his horns trapped in a dense thicket of branches. Then a 

hungry and opportunistic clan of hyenas arrived and started attacking him, while he was trapped. It was a truly 
gory scene when the hyenas gutted the buffalo alive. The bull kept fighting for his life for over an hour, trying to 
ward the hyenas off, while being disembowelled. He finally died after the horrific ordeal. 

 
  



Hyenas: 
The day after the buffalo kill 18 hyenas were seen feeding on the carcass and bathing with bloated bellies in the 
nearby pan. At another hyena kill the cunning predators were seen stashing some excess meat by dropping it 

into knee-deep water. This kept the meat fresh, free of flies and protected from vultures. When the hyenas had 
the appetite to eat more, they would fish out the meat by putting their heads under water and locate their cache. 
 

Plains game: 
We've had very good sightings 
of the 'shyer' plains game at this 

dry time - 15 sable antelope at 
the central pan, 15 Lichtenstein 
hartebeest at a pan in the east 

and a herd of eland were 
observed from our sunken 
photographic hide, as they 

drank from the water's edge. 
 
In this photo a sable bull keeps 

a nervous watch while four 
impala calmly wander by.  
 

Birds: 
It's a treat for us to have keen 
birders as guests, as we did this 

month, and the highlights were 
a pair of crowned eagles on a 
nest as well as three 

hamerkops, a great white egret, 
a grey heron and a fish eagle 
flying at low level and slow 

speed over the water, hunting for platana frogs coming to the surface to breath. (While this was going on we had 
a glimpse of a leopard drinking!) An early morning drive offered up a brown-backed honeyguide, green-winged 
pytilia, wren warblers, plus a big highlight - the African pied babbler. 

 
Special sightings: 
Well, the special sighting of the month, without a shadow of a doubt, regardless of the fact that it was dead, goes 

to an aardvark! I have yet to see one, dead or alive, but one of our guides found the remains of one. There've 
been two sightings of a serval and also two sightings of a relaxed civet. Our guests were also lucky enough to 
get a quick glimpse of an African wildcat. 

 
Photo hide:  
Our photo hide is the ideal way to closely observe and photograph animals without them seeing or being 

bothered by you. That's if you can get inside it... One afternoon our plan was to spend a short while inside the 
hide but it was blocked by six lionesses as they slept and their cubs played about! Other guests come out dirtier 
than when they went in, after four elephant bulls sprayed them with mud through the small openings of the hide! 

By spending a few hours here guests, over the course of the month, saw Lichtenstein hartebeest, elephants, 
white rhinos, black rhinos, lions, giraffes, a duiker and many bird species. 
 

Walks:  
It's also the best time for walks and there's no better way to take in some of the rock art sights on the reserve, 
especially if you pass an elephant or rhino on the way. 

 
Fishing:  
Guests have had fun landing catfish, tigerfish and a few tilapias. Every now and then we'll keep a tilapia and get 

our chef to prepare some battered fish bites and dips - there's no better bar snack, especially if you caught it 
yourself!  
  



Lions lapping 
 
My breath caught as my heart leapt. There, swaggering down the road in front of us, were the tawny behinds of 

a range of lions. Their bellies were bloated and swaying from side to side. Could it be, now that they were full, 
they wanted water? They left the path they were on for an inaccessible track through the rocky hills. Water was  
  



about 1 km (0,6 miles) away, so I took my chances and drove us to the far side of the water's edge, and waited 
in the shade... 
 

As luck would have it they were making a beeline for the water, and each crouched at the water's edge and 
drank thirstily, while trying not to get the indignity of mud upon their paws. 
  



Small but tough 
 
You can see just how dry it is at the moment from these photos. We 

often see a slender mongoose (Galerella sanguinea) dart across 
the road, but this one was standing on tip-toes, spying on a 
possible meal in the grass, and I managed to snap a few pics 

before it ran off. Being primarily a carnivore it is not too affected by 
the dry season and feeds on insects, lizards, rodents, snakes, birds 
and amphibians. 

 
It's unusual to see a leopard tortoise (Stigmochelys pardalis) at this 
time - they are less active during the dry 'cold' season, but this one 

came out of its shell, so to speak, to feed on a couple of sparse 
green treats. 

  



Who goes there? 
 
If my heart leapt with the lion sighting, it raced with this one. The spotlight unveiled the best leopardess 

camouflage, as her eyes shone through the emerald darkness. This was about the best view we ever got of this 
leopard, although she fed on the kill for at least two days. During the daytime she would retire into a concealed 
rocky crevice, venturing out to feed only once the cloak of darkness had been drawn. 

 
A few days later we came across a really interesting scene, in a different area. Vultures dropping out the sky to 
land was the obvious clue that something was dead, and upon investigation we found two impala carcasses. 

One nearly finished, and one only just killed. Neat bite marks on the neck were evidence of a leopard's work, but 
how the predator had managed to kill two in the same place, possibly a few days apart, remains a mystery.  
  



Sexual dimorphism 
 
Sexual dimorphism is the difference in appearance between 

males and females of the same species, such as in colour, 
shape, size and structure. In nyala (Tragelaphus angasii) it is 
extreme - the coats of females and youngsters (see photo 

right) are rufous brown, but are slate grey, often tinged with 
blue, in adult males. Females and youngsters have ten or 
more white stripes on their sides. Only the males have horns, 

that are spiralled and yellow-tipped. This male (see photo left) 
had lost one of the yellow tips! 
 

Blue wildebeest (Connochaetes taurinus) (see photo below) 
are harder to tell apart. Although both sexes have horns, 
males are bigger, darker and their coat is black on the muzzle 

and forehead. 
 

  



Photobombed! 
 
You've seen images of this 'blue' series over the last few months, but these are the discards that might amuse... 

Bats are the problem! Because the photos are taken in pitch darkness with a burst of flash, invariably a ghostly 
bat gets caught in the light and, upon review, alarmingly close to my face and hair! 
 

  



All a twitter 
 
We loved the tranquil scene of this African spoonbill 

(Platalea alba) as it preened itself in the sanctuary of a 
pan, while vervet monkeys groomed themselves and 
played at the water's edge. 

 
This pale form tawny eagle (Aquila rapax) had such a 
full crop - you can see how swollen it is in the photo, 

that it stayed perched in the same position for three 
days in a row. I think it was just too full to fly - and had 
no reason to after such a filling meal. 

 
They say beauty is in the eye of the beholder, and 
while I cannot say that I find vultures beautiful, I do see 

the beauty of the scenes they create, as in the two 
photographs below. 

  



The Lovers 
 
You'll fall in love with the baobabs (Adansonia 

digitata) you see on our reserve, but cross the 
river, take a romantic twisting drive along the 
shady bank of the Chriedzi, and you'll come 

across two baobabs in love. Their finger-like 
branchlets hold each other, their limbs are 
entwined and the lower portion of their trunks are 

fused together in an embrace that's lasted 
thousands of years. 
 

The Lovers, as they are known to us, and many 
who have read about them in books about famous 
trees, offer one of the most spectacular 

backdrops there could ever be for an 
engagement, wedding or anniversary. 
 

The gallant Grant Nolan-Evans and his beautiful 
bride Casey chose to exchange their vows here 
and have their wedding photographs taken 

beneath the boughs of The Lovers, in glorious, 
golden, late afternoon light. 

 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

Photographs kindly supplied by Mr & Mrs Nolan-Evans.  



 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

In this photograph the sunset is eclipsed between the bodies of The Lovers embrace. 
 
 

 
Written and photographed by Jenny Hishin 

Singita Pamushana 

Malilangwe Wildlife Reserve 
Zimbabwe 

Thirty-first of August 2015 

 


