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Wildlife Report 
 
 

For the month of August, Two Thousand and Fifteen 
 

Lion: Lion sightings dipped slightly in August, because the majority of game drives were focused on the 
amazing migration crossings taking place daily, along the river. A few mating pairs were seen, one in the 

northern sector of the Lamai Triangle and another on the south eastern edge of the Mara River, so maybe in 
January or February we may begin seeing a few litters of lion cubs as well... 

 

Leopard: Wow, what a 
month August was for 
leopards! There were 18 

leopard sightings, which is 
one of the most sightings 
we’ve had in one month 

since opening the camp in 
2012. A mother leopard 
and her two young cubs 

were definitely one 
highlight, and a big male 
with two wildebeest 

carcasses was a mainstay 
on the Kampi Kampi 
plains, for four consecutive 

days.  
 
 

 
(Photo by Mark Nicholson) 



 
Cheetah: Cheetah sightings 
remained consistent. This 

area is their ideal habitat. 
 
Elephant: Mara River Tented 

Camp was the place to be for 
elephant viewing in August, 
as you will read about below. 

 
Migration: The wildebeest 
migration that flooded the 

area in the middle of July 
remained throughout the 
month of August. River 

crossings were a daily 
occurrence, often more than 
one per day! More on that 

also below. 
 
Raptors: Where there is a migration there are thousands of vultures in tow, especially once the wildebeest 

start crossing the Mara River and the huge number of fatalities make a feast for the winged scavengers. 
 

 
 



August at Singita Mara River Tented Camp could easily be dubbed the month of the pachyderm. Throughout 
the month we enjoyed spectacular sightings of elephant herds right from the comfort of the deck. On one 
particular day we had a herd of 60 just across the river, down on a lower bank, enjoying the lush green grass 

and rolling in the sand. The herd consisted of animals from six months old, all the way to the wise old giants 
of 50 years and above. 
 

 
 
We had many days where the elephants were scattered all around the camp providing a rather timorous 

evenings sleep. Other days we watched young bulls wrestling in the plains across the river whilst others 
grazed happily. Guests enjoyed spectacular sightings from every room. Diane, from Australia, elated with her 
experience at Singita Mara River Tented Camp said it was the best elephant viewing she had ever 

witnessed. 
 

 
 
The wildebeest were the core of the wildlife experience in the Northern Serengeti. Guests enjoyed everything 

from small crossings of 200 animals to gargantuan affairs of 10 000 plus. On occasion we were lucky 
enough to view crossings right in front of the lodge with no other vehicles in sight. The oxbow of land in front 
of the lodge filled with immense herds of wildebeest that put on spectacular shows of stampeding down to 



the river’s edge, changing their minds, then running back and forth with all the chaos sending dense clouds 
of dust into the air. 
 

 
 

The guides used their expertise to determine potential crossings and select good vantage points atop the 
riverbanks. Medison and his guests watched one morning as thousands of wildebeest descended a rather 
steep bank and attempted to cross a particularly treacherous section of river with bone crushing rapids and 

jaw crashing crocodiles. They witnessed a spellbinding crossing, with many animals making it successfully 
across the river and up the opposite bank - although a few perished. 

 
 



 
 
In the latter half of the month, Bernard had a fleeting glimpse of a female leopard on his way back to the 

lodge. The next morning he departed with his guest to see if she was still in the area and discovered that she 
had two young cubs. No more than five minutes drive from the camp, this mother had two six-week-old cubs 
that she was hiding in a kopje. In consecutive days guests enjoyed some wonderful sightings of the cubs and 

their mother. 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 



As August turns to September we have been experiencing a consistent amount of rain that has continued to 
green the plains. Slowly but surely the migration is returning to the Lamai triangle and we will experience a 
whole new show of one of nature’s great events. 

 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 

By Paul Nell and Lizzie Hamrick 
Singita Lamai 

Serengeti  

Tanzania  
Thirty-first of August 2015 

All photos by Robyn Thompson unless indicated otherwise 

 
 


