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Wildlife Report 
 

For the month of August, Two Thousand and Fifteen 
 

Temperature   Rainfall Recorded   Sunrise & Sunset 
Average Minimum:  14.3°C  (57.7°F) For the period:   0 mm  Sunrise: 06:28 to 06:06 

Average Maximum:  28°C  (82.4°F) For the year to date:   97.5 mm Sunset: 17:28 to 17:40 
Minimum recorded:  9°C  (48.2°F) 
Maximum recorded:  32°C  (89.6°F) 

 
In August we experienced predominantly blue skies with temperatures steadily on the increase.  We had a 
few misty mornings that cleared away as soon as the sun came up.  There was no rainfall and the 

waterholes continue to dry up, attracting game from the far reaches of the concession.  
 
 

Wildlife updates 
 
Leopards:  

The Ndlovu male was seen on five different occasions this month. He has recovered from his injury and 
was seen waiting in ambush of some Impala.  There have been a few sightings of the shy, young Chava 
male, including a view of him feeding on a kudu carcass. We had great views of the Mhlangulene female 

hunting and killing impala.  She was also seen on one occasion feeding on an impala, joined by her male 
offspring (the young Mhlangulene male).  The Tingala female put an impala kill up in a weeping boerbean 



tree near camp, and was also spotted walking on the road towards Sweni camp.The Xinkelengane female 
has been seen frequently this month and is faring well.  We were fortunate to see the Xhikova female 
walking and marking her territory. There was great excitement when the guides found an unknown female 

leopard and young cub.  We had great views of them playing in a tree before the mother climbed down and 
stalked some guineafowl nearby. 
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Cheetah:  
We have been fortunate this month and have had frequent cheetah sightings within the concession.   The 

highlights were seeing the coalition of three cheetah again this month, a mother and cub seen on two 
different occasions, as well as a single female hunting impala in the far north. 
 

Hyena:  
The Nyokene clan are still faring well and we had great views of the cubs nursing, playing outside the den’s 
entrance and chewing on some bones. The cubs are growing fast , becoming more and more adventurous 

and venturing further away from the safety of the den. 
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Elephants:  
We have had spectacular elephant viewing this month.  The elephants have been concentrated around the 

waterholes to drink and to cool off by splashing themselves.   Due to the dry conditions, we see them feeding 
more on tree roots and bark in order for them to get their daily nutrients.  One of the month’s highlights was 
viewing a newly born elephant calf trying to stand and take his first steps.  



Buffalo:   
A group of eleven buffalo bulls have been seen on a regular basis, including a breeding herd of around forty 
individuals.  The buffalo herd has typically been seen walking in single file towards water in the morning, 

followed by flocks of red-billed oxpeckers looking for a meal.  In the late afternoons, we have watched them 
walking back to feed on the nutritious grass growing in the hills.   
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Lion: 
Three adult female lionesses with seven cubs from the Shishangaan pride, were seen on a few occasions 
this month, feeding.  The cubs gorged themselves and could hardly walk to keep up as their mothers led 

them away from the kill sites after feeding, in order to keep them safe.   The Shishangaan males have 
been exploring further north, and seem to be extending the range of their territory. In the beginning of the 
month, we saw a total of thirty-two Shishangaan pride members feeding on the remains of a Cape 

buffalo.  The Mountain pride lionesses have been seen on a few occasions this month, and we have also 
had a sighting of the Xhirombe pride.  Three unknown adult male lions made an appearance not far away 
from camp. We followed them for a short while as they were walking along the N’wanetsi River. 
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Interesting sightings:   
 
A clan of spotted hyena (Crocuta 

crocuta) were found, not far from camp 
feeding on a baby elephant carcass.  
While they were feeding, they were on 

high alert for other predators who might 
investigate the commotion.  A Black-
backed jackal (Canis mesomelas) was 

soon spotted trotting nearby.  He was 
waiting cautiously on the fringe, for an 
opportunity to take advantage of a free 

meal.  Eventually his perseverance and 
patience paid off, and he managed to 
sneak in amongst the feeding hyenas 

and run off with something to eat.  
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How do giraffe feed?             Article by Chantelle Venter and photos by Barry Peiser 
 

Giraffe have an efficient digestive system. They are classed as ruminants, meaning they have a four-
chambered stomach (rumen, reticulum, omasum and abomasum). When the giraffe swallows food, it goes 
into the rumen.  Any large pieces are then regurgitated up into the mouth to be re-chewed until smaller.  

Inside the rumen - a type of fermentation vat, the plant material undergoes a process of fermentation.  Once 
the food has passed through the rumen, it goes through the other chambers where it undergoes a process of 
chemical digestion.  The advantage of this is that ruminants are able to extract virtually all nutrients from the 

available food.  Furthermore rumination allows the animal to continue to break down food during rest periods 
when it chews the cud.   
 

Giraffe have special adaptations in order to deal with their potentially thorny diet.  The palate is very hard 
and has bony ridges.  Small thorns may be chewed up with the leaves, but generally bigger thorns are 
avoided or spat out. They have a long (40cm) prehensile tongue and flexible lips which enables them to strip 

leaves in between thorns.  
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Sjambokpod (Cassia abbreviata)   Article by Chantelle Venter and photo by Brian Rode  
 

It has the typical loose sprays of yellow flowers and its long pendulous pods can clearly be seen.  It is said 
that the pods can get as long as 0.9m, and remain on the tree for a long time.   
 

Medicinally, the tree has many different uses.  A decoction of the roots is said to be effective against black-
water fever and is also used to treat stomach ache as well as tooth ache. The seeds are sucked as a tonic 
and the bark is believed to be an aphrodisiac. Smoke inhaled from the tree is used to cure headaches.  

Local tribes used to cook their meat over the coals to ensure successful hunting trips.  
   

 
 

 

How do elephants use their tusks?            Article by Chantelle Venter and photos by Barry Peiser  
 
Tusks are generally used for defence, fighting and for feeding. They continually grow and are kept sharp by 
rubbing against various substrates. Elephants use their tusks as tools when feeding, especially to get 

leverage to break bark, grass, branches, roots and are also used for loosening soil. Male elephant often use 
their tusks to “size up” their opponents.  They can be used as stabbing weapons in serious encounters and 
can lead to a fatal wound in some cases. Elephants tend to favour using one tusk above the other, which 

generally results in different tusk lengths. A notch can also be worn into the upper surface of the tusk when it 
is used repeatedly to lever and snap vegetation. 
 

Baby elephants usually 
develop tusks at roughly 
one year of age, which 
become visible around two 

and a half years of age.  
 
Tuskless animals do occur 

(tusks sometimes break off 
when removing bark from 
trees) or is genetically 

inherent in some 
populations, especially 
amongst females. 

 

 

  



Sky news - What’s been happening above us?  Article by Jani Lourens 
 
Full moon  

The August full moon is known as the Corn Moon, Strugeon Moon, Red Moon, Green Corn Moon or Grain 
Moon. It rises around sunset and sets around sunrise, and spends at least some time in the daytime sky.       
 

Planets   
Mercury was visible in the western sky after sunset for most of the month. 
Venus moved from the evening to the morning sky on the 15th, after the 15th it was visible as the morning star 

in the east and evening star in the west.                                 
Mars appeared in dawn twilight after its conjunction with the sun on June 14. 
Saturn was well placed in Libra in the evening sky.   

 
Constellation of the month  
Scorpio is one of the brightest constellations in the sky. And it was seen right above us during August in the 

southern hemisphere, once the sun had set and the dark African sky appeared. The name is Latin for 
scorpion. However Scorpius is not a scorpion to everyone. The Javanese people of Indonesia call this 
constellation Banyakangrem, meaning “the brooded swan” or Kalapa Doyong, meaning “leaning coc onut 

tree” In Hawaii, it is known as the demigod Maui’s Fishhook. In Chinese mythology, the constellation was 
part of the Azure Dragon.   
 

Things to look for in September 
10 September: Crescent Moon close to Venus. 
11 September: Crescent Moon close to Mars. 

15 September: Mercury and Crescent moon close. 
19 September: Moon and Saturn close. 
24 – 26 September: Regulus and Mars close. 

 
 
August moments in time  Photos by Brian Rode & Deirdre Opie 

 
A show of crimson-red flowers of the flame-creeper (Combretum microphyllum) growing on the cliffs along 
the N’wanetsi River. The plant is larval food for certain butterflies and the flowers are full of nectar and 

therefore visited regularly by sunbirds. The leaves are also heavily browsed by game. 

 

 
 
 
  



A small family group of nyala drinking 
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