
 

Singita Kruger National Park 
Lebombo & Sweni Lodges  
South Africa 
 
 
 

 
 

Wildlife Journal 
For the month of September, Two Thousand and Fourteen 

 

 Temperature      Rainfall Recorded 
 Average minimum:  15.1°C (59.1°F)  For the period:  1.5 mm 
 Average maximum:  30°C  (86°F)               For the year to date: 263.5 mm 
 Minimum recorded:  9°C  (48.2°F) 
 Maximum recorded:  38°C  (100.4°F) 
 
 
September news is that we were delighted that the white lion cub born from a Shishangaan female was seen 
again on Spring Day (1 September).  
 
Two male leopards seen along the N’wanetsi River and surrounds have now been identified as the 'N’wanetsi 
male' and 'Seven male’. These two male leopards are mature and seem to be ruling the roost, using the river as 
their boundary line. The Seven male was also seen mating with the young Tingala female.  
 
Many trees are flowering now and the day length is longer with temperatures rising. The return of some 
migratory birds, for example the Wahlberg’s eagle, and the sign of rain that sprinkled us lightly in passing, shows 
summer is on the way. 



 
 
 
  



Mother’s on the concession Article & photos by Nick du Plessis 

 

 
 
In the last year we have seen a major increase in our cheetah sightings, especially in the areas adjacent to our 
western boundary that runs parallel to some of the large wilderness blocks of the Kruger National Park. The 
terrain could not be any more 'textbook' with its openness, flat topography and high density of small antelope 
species for the cheetah to use speed to hunt. The exciting news is not only are we seeing Kruger’s most 
endangered large cat on a more and more regular basis but also that the population is growing in our region. In 
total we had nine sightings of cheetah last month, all being sightings of mothers with cubs! Most recently, and for 
the first time, this female and her two small cubs which are only around four months old entered into the north-
western part of our concession where they stayed and were seen for a couple of days in the beginning of the 
month.  
 
What is remarkable is that this is not the only mother cheetah with cubs that has been seen during the month of 
September. There are a further two females with slightly older cubs that have been seen in the same section of 
the concession. Although these animals cover huge home ranges in an attempt to avoid some of the other larger 
cats if necessary, the concentration of these mother’s and cubs in the northern parts of our property is unheard 
of and very exciting.  
 
The most recent census actually suggest that the population, although stable, is very low, and numbers just over 
1 000 individuals countrywide and just under 200 of those are in the Kruger National Park. Again this shows just 
how lucky we are to be seeing these attractive cats as much as we have. 
 
Cheetah will often give birth to a large litter of cubs, as many as six in number. Unfortunately they are not known 
for a high success rate of raising these cubs to adulthood, mainly stemming from their build and inability to fend 
off danger if needed. In having the ability to move as quickly as they do, they regrettably lose the ability to look 
after their kills and protect their cubs. The idea is rather that hopefully at least one or two in the litter will reach 
adulthood, and spread the likelihood that there will be a survivor, ‘not putting all your eggs in one basket’ so to 
speak. With only a couple remaining there is less pressure on the mother to hunt and an easier number to hide if 
in danger.  



 
In saying all of this, nature never cesses to amaze - these cubs have a defence like no other. The beautiful silver 
mantle that wears off with age is designed to mimic the ferocious honey badger. Honey badgers, although small, 
are extremely feared and respected by even the biggest predators. Hopefully the cheetah cubs will be mistaken 
for a badger, and the split second that is gained is hopefully enough to give them the time to get out of a 
dangerous situation with a larger predator.  
 

 
 

 
A lifer for me, and everyone in our guiding team! 
 

Now, this particular sighting came from a much-
unexpected place. We were busy waiting for six 
new cubs from the Shishangaan pride to 
emerge from a very well hidden den on the 
banks of the N’wanetsi River. While waiting 
patiently we managed to spot this little bird 
feeding on the edge of some papyrus reeds and 
long grass. The greater painted snipe 
(Rostratula benghalensis), a species listed as 
‘mostly rare, but fairly common in a few 
localities. Highly nomadic and probably partially 
migratory.' It is also listed as near-threatened. 
This is one bird that is for even the most 
experienced birders a rare and special one to 
look for! Not only did we see it, but also we saw 
the father with three little chicks in pursuit. For 
our entire guiding team to say they've never 
seen one before with chicks gives you an 



indication of how rare this really is, and a very big 'tick' for all of us. With summer on its way the birding is only 
getting better with some migrants already returning and in chorus, hopefully with all of this some more 'lifers' are 
on the way... Lifers is a birding term, referring to seeing a bird, positively identifying it and adding it to you lifetime 
list of species. You can imagine that while starting a list, lifers come easily, but with time and more experience 
seeing something completely new is not very easy. I’ve personally guided guests who’ve come specifically 
searching for some species endemic to the area to tick them of their life list.  
 
 

Wildfires at Singita Kruger National Park     Article & photos by Nick du Plessis 

 

 
 
During the last couple of years the Kruger park officials have burnt a fire break which runs north to south along 
the entire length of the Kruger National Park to stop uncontrolled wildfires from coming in from Mozambique. 
This last year was a rest year and also a conscious management decision to keep the vulnerable white rhino 
away from the green flush after the burn. 
 
Unfortunately without having these breaks in place we had a large uncontrolled wildfire that came onto our 
concession from the eastern boundary with Mozambique, during the middle of the month. As it turns out our 
neighbours in the east had already been fighting the same fires on their concession for a week and were 
struggling to get any control over it due to difficult climatic conditions of high temperatures, strong winds, a lack 
of manpower and equipment. Even with our best efforts from almost all the staff from various departments we 
struggled to extinguish the blaze. With the heat in the day and the winds picking up from the southeast we had 
no option but to use a technique called ‘back burning’, essentially fighting fire with fire. As a result it burnt close 
to a third of our concession in the process.  
 



What should always be understood is that these fires are very much a natural element, and much needed for 
this ecosystem. The likes of regeneration and fertilization with so many species would simply not be possible 
without a fire like this. The park even has their own fire team, and ecologists working on the best techniques and 
times to burn. The latest burn scheme the park is using works on an eight-year rotation system, so to spread the 
fires in a natural cycle and not to build up too much moribund material in an area. 
 
I think the major worry when you see the size of some of these flames and the speed that it moves in is what of 
the animals? Fortunately most can also see, smell and feel the fire coming and are able to avoid it, and move 
quickly enough to avoid it. The smaller ones that can’t get away fast enough, generally dig down to escape the 
heat.  
 
Following these fires we’ve had some rain, and you would not believe how quickly these areas transform from 
looking like a baron wasteland to a lush oasis with huge concentrations of game and life. Already some large 
dazzles of zebra have been seen enjoying these burnt areas, not only waiting for the new lush grass, but using 
these open areas as a safe haven with there being no cover for the larger cats to stalk and hunt. The southern 
ground hornbill pictured below is another one to look out for as they walk about looking for exposed insects and 
reptiles. 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
World Rhino Day, 22 September 2014 
 
The day is about raising awareness about the senseless rhino poaching going on across Africa. The guests had 
the opportunity to join in on a talk given by Chris Erasmus, one of the guides, at high tea at Lebombo. He took 
the time to explain the current situation and what is being done about it. Our hope is that after the talk we will 
have a few more ‘rhino-ambassadors’ out there... 
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