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 Temperature        Rainfall Recorded 
 Average minimum:  14.2˚C  (57.6˚F)                 For the period:  101.5 mm 
 Average maximum: 29.4˚C (84.9˚F)                            For the year to date:  122.5 mm 
 Minimum recorded: 10.0˚C (50.0˚F)                 
 Maximum recorded: 46.0˚C  (114.8˚F)              
 
 

A visit from a pangolin 

A pangolin is often referred to as a mythical creature, something that is thought to exist but is never ever seen. 

Many guides will dream of seeing one but will never get the chance to lay their eyes upon the sharp-edged 

scales of this extremely shy animal.  

Imagine my surprise when the radio crackles to life and a voice utters, “Stations, I have located a pangolin.”         

I could not believe my ears, and I was only ten minutes away. I happened to be enjoying the company of a 

cheetah family at the time and as much as I loved being there I knew I had to see this creature for myself. 



I mentioned to my guests that they simply had to trust me here and that I was about to try and put them into a 

select category of pangolin-believers. They held on and off we went.  

Ten minutes later we arrived and there, right in front of me tucked away next to a small Acacia tree, was a 

pangolin. I had to do a double take, as I could not believe it at first. After nine long years of guiding in pangolin 

territory, for about 8 hours every day, I finally got to see my first live scaly pangolin. To say I was beside myself 

would be an understatement!  

Pangolins are armour-plated creatures so unique that they have been grouped into their own order, namely 

Pholidota. Their scales are the most striking feature and have sharp edges that could also be used in self-

defence. When threatened they will roll up in a ball using their long tail to protect their more sensitive under-

parts. They can also move their sharp scales from side to side and anything that's caught between the scales 

may be severely lacerated. These animals are extremely shy and nocturnal, usually appearing long after we 

return to the lodges from our evening safaris.  

If you have ever seen one of these odd animals you can count yourself as being one of an elite few.  

 
Elephant versus buffalo 

A small stream filled with a little bit of water recently played host to a classic and entertaining rumble.  A herd of 

about eight elephants was leisurely enjoying a late afternoon drink when about two hundred buffalo showed up. 

Now let me paint the picture for you.  There was already a bit of a queuing system amongst the elephants, 

seeing there was too little space at the water for all to drink at the same time. They would take turns and as one 

family finished, 



 

the next small family of elephants would move in to drink.  When you add another two hundred odd buffalo to the 

mix a little drama is bound to go down.  

 

The buffalo were visibly thirsty as they congregated around the herd of elephants. As big as they are, elephants 

do not enjoy being pestered by any other animals and, strangely, they are easily disturbed. The younger 

elephants turned it into a bit of a game and would constantly charge at the buffalo herd, sending the bovines 

running in all directions. The larger female elephants would simply gather some mud and throw it with surprising 

accuracy in the direction of the buffalo, very often hitting their targets.  

This kept on until all of the elephants had had enough to drink.  They then moved off in search of quieter grazing 

pastures and left the buffalo herd to dispute the watering hole.  

 

 
 



Cat crossings 

Lions across most of Africa don’t like water. There are a few exceptions within areas like the Okavango Delta, 

but I am sure if it were not for their watery habitat they would also prefer the drier more comfortable land.  

We followed two large male lions recently, as they went towards a shallow stretch of the river where they prefer 

to cross. Their territories stretch beyond the river and it is essential for them to cross over in order to patrol their 

furthest boundaries. As they approached the river I could feel the excitement within me build to levels I seldom 

experience. The chance to photographs large male lions 

crossing through water is a seldom-granted opportunity.  

 

The first of the males stepped into the waters of the Sand 

River and it was rather obvious that he was not at ease. 

Apart from their sheer dislike of getting wet there is the 

very real threat of large crocodiles. Lions are extremely 

powerful within their natural habitat but as they wade 

through deep murky waters they are no longer the apex 

predator. As the first of the two males walked across, he 

would stop and snarl at the water, his eyes attempting to 

pierce the surface scanning for any signs of the large 

reptiles.  

The second male took it even slower showing great 

caution and respect for the possibility of a crocodile being 

close by. They eventually made it across and carried on 

with their duties of rulers of this territory.  

On another occasion we followed a confident male leopard 

towards the same crossing point. Being more agile and a 

little smaller he opted for another route altogether. 

Skipping the deep side of the river he used some of the 

nearby rocks to help him cross to the northern side. Being 

a third of the weight of a male lion he was able to hop across without much bother.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



A drinking issue 

Being the tallest land mammal in the world has many benefits. You can reach high into the branches on many 

trees and feed without any competition from shorter browsers and you can see approaching danger from a long 

way off. Drinking water however is not something giraffe look very comfortable at doing. Getting all six metres of 

a male giraffe down to water level takes a whole lot of doing and not only is it a tall order, but it is also rather 

dangerous. It takes a giraffe a few seconds to get back to its standard posture, and combined with its 

momentary lack of vigilance presents itself as a rather easy target for lions. It is, however, a necessary task and 

they need to drink at least once a day.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

All the pigs in a row 

From a 

distance, 

and at first, I 

thought this 

was merely 

a log. To my 

surprise the 

'log' turned 

out to be 

eight 

warthogs 

lying tightly 

packed 

together on 

a cold 

morning, out in a field.  As I slowed my vehicle down they didn't budge. They chose to remain close to one 

another and were as snug as could be with their body temperatures warding off the icy breeze at play. 



A strange visitor  

Can you imagine our surprise when one of the guides spotted a 

female ostrich strolling about the southern plains of our property?  It 

has been more than five years since I last saw an ostrich in these 

areas, as it is not ideal terrain for them. She was very relaxed with the 

presence of the vehicles and simply went about her daily business.  

Female ostriches are much duller than their male counterparts.  Males 

have black feathers as opposed to the brown females. They are the 

largest birds in the world and are unable to fly. They spend most of the 

daytime hours feeding on grass seeds, and are not active after dark.  

I'm not sure how long she will wander around within the Sabi Sand 

Wildtuin but what I do know is that she will have a hard time finding a 

mate out here...!  

 
 
 
Grass for grass-sake     (Article by Field Guide Shelley Alkema) 

 

Like many children, I grew up having a fond relationship with grass - loved the smell of it after Dad mowed the 

lawn and the feel of it on my bare feet as I ran around playing.  Grass was grass, varying lengths, shades and 

colours, but apart from that I never thought much more about it. 

Well, let me tell you a little more about grass because it is truly amazing and diverse. Being the fifth largest plant 

family on Earth it is actually the most important for life on the planet, as we know it today. 



Firstly, some 10 000 years ago we began cultivating grasses to the extent that today we rely on growing maize, 

wheat and rice on a very large scale, also barley, millet, sorghum and sugar cane extensively. Not only are these 

grasses a primary food source for most people nowadays, but also our farm animals, birds, rodents and insects 

are fully dependent on it for their lives too. We use grasses for construction and utility articles, even essential 

oils, manicured lawns and playing sports on, and don’t forget how many popular beverages are brewed from 

grains. You might find this surprising but besides so many life forms relying on grass directly, the greatest value 

it actually plays in our lives is in stabilizing and protecting large tracts of soil. There are some 9 700 species of 

grass across the globe, varying greatly in growth. They are therefore adapted to all kinds of conditions that 

consequently prevent serious erosion occurring from wind and rain. Can you imagine how damaged our world 

would be without topsoil... and then the next layer... and then the next? 

Southern Africa has an incredible history of rock formation dating back to some of that first formed on land.  As a 

result the variety and richness of soils found here has produced exceptionally nutritional and digestible 

(palatable) grasses for grazing. 

One of my favourite grasses found flowering throughout our summer and autumn is pinhole grass (Bothriochloa 

insculpta). The reason I am so fond of this grass is because of the soft, sweet aroma it fills the air with, as if you 

were passing by a field of blossoming flowers. This fragrance is released from its leaves and inflorescence, 

particularly when crushed, and hence is not actually so pleasant for grazing on despite its good leaf production. 

It is therefore classified as being of average grazing value. However, it is very good at controlling moist, clay 

soils from eroding and grows well in disturbed areas, usually where water collects. It contains an essential oil 

with about 42 ingredients including D-limonene, I-borneol and cariophilene.  As a subclimax plant that grows tall 

and densely it offers more protection to soil than thin, hardy pioneer species do.  Although it is a weak perennial 

with a lifespan of approximately two to five years, during this time it helps improve the health of the land by 

creating optimal growing conditions for climax species to germinate. 

This is just one of hundreds of fascinating grasses found in our bush, all of which play a vital role in the intricate 

survival of the ecosystem. 

 

 
 
Natural fish toxins    (Article by Field Guide Marc Alkema) 
 
Fish toxins and fish stupefying plants have been used by hunter-gatherer cultures historically to stun fish, in 
order to catch them by hand. They work by either paralysing the fish or working the oxygen out of the water.  
 
All these plants that are used as fish poisons contain a toxic crystalline substance known as rotenone. The 
woody plants that are used in southern Africa are the large fever berry (Croton megalobotrys), the bark and fruit 
of the wild seringa (Burkea africana), the root of the rain tree or apple-leaf tree (Philenoptera violacea) and all 
parts of the cork-bush (Mundulea sericea). 
 



In order to poison the fish, the bark, root and fruits are macerated and thrown into a pool of water so that the 
rotenone will be released into the water. Fast-flowing water is not that effective and therefore seasonal pans are 
more ideal for this purpose. 
 
Fish are very susceptible to this type of poisoning and the effect is one of paralysis of the nervous system, 
preceded by convulsions. This means that the toxic substances travel via the nerves and not via the blood or 
lymphatic system. If the toxins were transportable via the blood or lymphatic system, the meat of the fish would 
be contaminated. Death results from respiratory paralysis, leaving the meat uncontaminated and safe to 
consume. 
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