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Growing to Read



By helping to give the children from our 
local rural communities a good start, 

you’ll be investing in a lifetime of learning 
and development. That’s a future  

worth supporting.



OUR PROjECT 

Children who develop in structured and stimulating 

environments are better able to form the strong cognitive, 

social, spiritual and physical foundation they need to 

succeed in their later schooling, and in life. 

With this in mind, through the “Growing to Read” 

programme, the Singita Community Development Trust 

has been working in partnership with the non-profit READ 

Educational Trust to enhance the quality of early childhood 

education offered by the pre-schools that serve the Justicia 

and Lillydale villages.  These are communities that border 

the Sabi Sand Game Reserve where three of Singita’s 

lodges are located.

The Growing to Read programme aims to equip teachers 

from these communities with the knowledge and skills they 

need to progress from being child carers to Early Childhood 

Development (ECD) educators - and to provide them with 

the support and assistance they need.

Central to the programme is the importance of literacy, and 

the need for teachers to nurture and develop these skills in 

their young charges. Through Growing to Read, we hope to 

lay the solid foundation that will help these children reach 

their full potential.



ThE WAY IT WORkS

In one group of pre-schools, the Growing to Read 

programmes generally run for four years, and encompass 

four different components:

TEAChER TRAINING

Developing skills and awareness in teachers is done 

via formal training courses and more personalised in-

classroom guidance. Every year, two teachers from each 

pre-school are invited to attend workshops; and READ 

trainers visit the pre-schools on a monthly basis to provide 

guidance and to ensure the teaching methodologies are 

being implemented effectively.

hOLISTIC CONSULTING

Whilst on site, the trainers also provide a holistic consulting 

service to the school principals, assisting the ECD centres 

to provide a balanced education programme, and a safe, 

healthy and stimulating environment.

The schools also receive annual visits from volunteer 

teachers from Teach with Africa, a US-based non-profit 

organisation. These teachers reinforce the principles of 

effective ECD and provide input about the structure of the 

broader programme.

EDUCATIONAL RESOURCES

Teachers’ kits, containing stationary and educational 

materials, are provided to the pre-schools to equip teachers 

to implement the methodologies - and to provide the 

children with further sources of stimulation and exposure 

to life beyond their immediate surrounds.

PARENT WORkShOPS 

These are conducted to help interested parents gain an 

insight into the way their children develop and to reinforce 

their role in helping their children grow in a healthy and 

rounded way. Parents are also shown how the pre-schools 

can supplement their efforts, to gain the most benefit for 

their children. 



ThE IMPACT

READ has provided very positive feedback on the effects 

of the programme. The school principals say they feel 

supported and assured that they’re on the right path, and 

the teachers are very enthusiastic about the programme 

and its approach.

Attendance of the courses is excellent, and the teachers are 

embracing the new methodologies. Real changes are very 

apparent in the classrooms, where ordered and organised 

lessons are taking place. The books and other education 

materials provided are generally well-used and classrooms 

are becoming more stimulating environments in which to 

teach and learn.

The nutritional balance of the food provided to the children 

has significantly improved, as has the safety of the school 

grounds. Parental involvement in school activities has been 

enhanced and become more structured.



WhERE WE ARE

Due to the success of this programme - and  

the clear need for others like it - Singita has committed  

to continuing Growing to Read in a number of other schools. 

The programme’s success has also inspired Singita Kruger 

National Park to replicate the project in communities closer 

to the Lebombo and Sweni Lodges. Ten pre-schools in 

this area are now participating in a similar programme, in 

partnership with READ.

We are committed to helping the young children in our local 

communities get the strong start they deserve, and we 

know that focused, structured and educative pre-schooling 

will lay the foundation they need to succeed in their later 

education. As many of our staff have children attending 

these schools, we see our involvement as another way of 

investing in their wellbeing.



“Every day I see the children improving.  
It makes me very optimistic for their futures. 

It shows that the Read project is having  
a positive effect on our children.”



hOW YOU CAN hELP 

The cost of the programme is R220,000 ($36,000)  

per annum, which translates into R22,000 ($3,600)  

per school, per year. You can become a funding partner  

by either making a general contribution to the programme 

or by funding the participation of a school. Funds in 

excess of this amount will be used to purchase additional 

educational materials as agreed with the funder.

If you are interested in making a contribution to the 

enhanced development of the children from these local 

communities, please contact the Community Development 

Officer at Singita Sabi Sand or the Singita Group HR and 

Community Development Manager, Pam Richardson,  

at +27 21 6833424 or pam.r@singita.com

For US donors a tax effective conduit  

for funds can be accessed electronically  

at: www.thebodhitreefoundation.org


