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CHILD SUPPLEMENTARY 

feeding programme



By helping to feed the children of our local 
rural communities, you’ll be enabling 

them to fully benefit from their education.  
And that is a gift to last a lifetime.



INTRODUCTION

In 2002 Zimbabwe experienced an acute drought. Local 

clinics reported an excessive number of cases of children 

suffering from malnutrition and associated illnesses.  

At the same time, schools recorded a real drop in school 

attendance. Malnourished children appeared not to 

have the strength nor the will to attend school and their 

parents seemed more focussed on matters of survival. It 

is also generally accepted that poor nutrition in children 

has an impact on cognitive development. Children who 

are malnourished are at risk of slow and incomplete 

development. This can have long-term consequences for 

them and their communities. 

The Child Supplementary Feeding Programme came 

into being to help address this challenging situation. 

Heeding a government call for assistance, Singita 

Pamushana through its development and conservation 

partner, The Malilangwe Trust initiated an extensive 

supplementary feeding scheme which, since its 

inception, has provided additional nourishment to the 

children of the communities. As such, this programme 

provides local children not only with the nourishment 

they would otherwise lack, but also with a fundamental 

right – the opportunity to realise their educational and 

developmental potential.



THe wAy IT wORkS 

each school morning, 19 000 children between the ages 

of 6 months and 12 years, using plastic bowls made from 

locally recycled plastic, receive a fortified meal prepared 

for them by designated volunteer mothers. The meal is 

made from a corn and soya blend and contains all the 

essential nutrients that the children need for the day. 

The food is distributed in this way at 441 feeding points 

on the outskirts of the Malilangwe Trust Reserve, with 

the ingredients having been purchased, transported and 

delivered by Singita Pamushana. 

The project, conducted in collaboration with the 

government ministries of Health and Child welfare and 

education, and with the committed efforts of all the 

stakeholders, has proven to be a resounding success. 

There is no doubt that the programme has had a positive 

and measurable impact on both school attendance and 

results. It has also alleviated the feeding burden on 

impoverished parents who have dependent children and 

family members to support.



AN ASSOCIATeD PROgRAMMe 

Alongside the feeding programme is an associated 

initiative – the Irrigated Vegetable Growing Programme 

– which has been established by Singita Pamushana 

to facilitate enhanced food security within the wider 

community. women’s groups have been enabled to 

establish small-scale gardens. The vegetables they grow 

are mainly for their own and their families’ consumption. 

In most cases, however, there is a yield that is surplus 

to their own needs. This allows the growers to sell the 

produce on to other members of the community, thereby 

augmenting their own income, while at the same time 

providing a ready source of reasonably priced vegetables 

to those who need them. 



THe IMPACT 

The Child Supplementary Feeding Programme serves 

to unite the government, local community, schools, 

Singita Pamushana and The Malilangwe Trust through a 

joint endeavour to maximise the development of young 

children from the communities adjoining the Malilangwe 

Reserve. Nineteen thousand children are so supported 

each school day and are given the foundation on which  

to build their education.



wHeRe we ARe

This extensive programme has been operating 

for a decade - a strong indicator that it has the support 

of all stakeholders; that it is efficiently and effectively 

implemented; and that it is meeting a real need. Its 

sustainability is dependent on funding partners working 

together with Singita Pamushana, The Malilangwe 

Trust, the co-funder and implementation agency. All 

such contributed funds are used to purchase the raw 

ingredients for the daily meal.



HOw yOU CAN HeLP

As a funding partner you have a choice in how you can 

make your contribution:

-  you can sponsor a Feeding Point, and so provide sufficient 

corn-soya blend to approximately 45 children per school 

day, at a cost of $900 per year; or, 

-  you can sponsor a single child for the sum of $20 per year.

If you are interested in making a real contribution to this 

continuing support of education and the augmenting of 

basic nutrition in our local communities – or to one of 

the other many community programmes supported by 

Singita Pamushana - please contact Singita’s group HR 

and Community Development Manager, Pam Richardson, 

at +27 21 683 3424 or pam.r@singita.com.

Banking details are as follows:

Barclays Banks

Branch: Chiredzi Branch

Branch code:  2157

Account name: The Malilangwe Trust

Account number: 6612 427

Swift code: BARCZwHX

For US donors a tax effective conduit  

for funds can be accessed electronically  

at: www.thebodhitreefoundation.org


